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Sprinofikld,  Illinois,  January  10th,  1889, 

To    the   Hon.    Thirty-sixth    General  Assembly  of  the  State  oi 
Illinois: 

Gentlemen: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following-  report  of  the 
transactions  and  expenditiu'es  of  the  Lincoln  Homestead  Trus- 
tees, from  August  12th,  1887,  to  December  31st,  1888,  inclu- 
sive, as  required  bv  law: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  entitled  "An  Act  to  Create  a 
Board  of  Trustees  to  take  and  hold  the  title  to  the  Homestead 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  the  City  of  Springfield  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  in  trust  for  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  provide  for 
the  care  and  custody  thei-eof,  and  to  appropriate  money  for 
paying  the  Custodian,  to  keep  and  exhibit  said  homestead  and 
the  relics  and  curiosities  there  collected."  ApproA'-ed  June  16. 
1887.    In  force  July  1,  1887,  and  which  reads  as  follows: 

§1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
represented  in  the  General  Assembly,  That  the  Governor,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Auditor,  Treasurer  and  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  their  successors  in  of- 
fice, shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Trustees,  and  by  the  name  and 
style  of  the  Lincoln  Homestead  Trustees,  shall  have  power  to 
receive  a  conveyance  from  Robert  T.  Lincoln  and  his  wife,  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  of  the  homestead  of  the  late  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, and  situate  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Jackson  streets, 
in  the  City  of  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  hold 
the  same  in  perpetuity,  but  in  trust  for  the  State  of  Illinois,  to 
execute  in  said  name  and  style  and  deliver  to  the  said  Robert 
T.  Lincoln  a  contract  covenanting  with  the  said^  Robert  T. 
Lincoln  and  his  heirs  that  said  homestead  shall  be  forever  kept 
in  good  repair  and  free  of  access  to  the  pubhc,  under  such 
regulations  as  they  may  deem  wise  for  the  proper  preservation 
of  the  property  and  relics  and  curiorities  there  collected. 
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§2.  Said  Board  shall  have  full  authority  over  and  control 
of  said  homestead,  shall  have  power  to  contract  with  reference 
to  the  proper  care  and  custody  thereof,  and  of  the  relics  and 
curiosities  there  collected,  and  with  reference  to  .the  repairs  of  said 
homestead;  to  the  employment  of  persons  to  exhibit  the  same  to 
the  public;  and  in  said  name  and  style  may  sue  or  be  sued  in  refer- 
ence to  any  matters  appertaining  to  the  powers  and  trusts 
hereby  created. 

§3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Trustees  to  use  the  moneys 
that  may  from  time  to  time  be  appropriated  by  the  General 
Assembly,  so  far  as  can  de  done  with  such  moneys,  to  keep 
said  premises  in  good  repair;  to  keep  the  same  open  and  free  of 
access  to  the  public  at  all  seasonable  hours  on  week  days,  and 
to  employ  a  custodian  to  care  for  said  premises  and  exhibit  the 
same  and  the  relics  and  curiosities  there  collected  to  the  public. 

§4.  There  is  hereby  appropriated  the  sum  of  three  thous- 
and eight  hundred  dollars,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  repairing 
said  premises  and  employing  custodians  and  carrying  out  the 
purposes  of  this  act,  for  the  period  of  two  years  after  the  ap- 
proval of  this  act,  and  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  State  not  otherwise  appropriated,  on  warrants 
of  the  Auditor  upon  the  Treasurer,  on  the  direction  of  a  ma- 
jority of  said  Board,  from  time  to  time  as  the  same  may  be 
required  for  the  purposes  of  this  act. 

§5.  Said  Board  shall  report  to  each  General  Assembly,  be- 
fore the  twentieth  day  of  the  session,  a  detailed  account  of  all 
their  transactions,  and  of  all  expenditures  made  by  them,  and 
also  such  recommendations  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  the 
consideration  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  following  State  officers  met  in  the  office  of  the  Governor 
on  August  12,  1887,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  "Lincoln 
Homestead  Trustees,"  and  transacting  other  business,  to-wit: 
Governor  Eichard  J.  Oglesby,  Secretary  of  State  Henry  D.  De- 
ment, Auditor  Chas.  P.  Swigert,  and  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  Eichard  Edwards. 

Governor  Eichard  J.  Oglesby  was  chosen  Chairman  and 
Auditor  Chas.  P.  Swigert  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  ''Lincoln 
Homestead  Trustees." 


.V  deed  from  Kobert  T.  Lincoln  and  wife  to  the  "Lincoln 
Homestead  Trustees"  was  presented  to  the  Trustees,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy : 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents: 

]Vhereas,  A  Board  of  Trustees  w^as  incorporated,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  the  "Lincoln  Homestead  Trustees,"  by  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  approved 
June  16,  A.  D.  1887,  and  was  by  said  act  empowered  to  re- 
ceive from  Robert  T.  Lincoln  and  his  wife  a  conveyance  of  the 
homestead  of  the  late  Abraham  Lincoln,  situate  at  the  corner 
of  Eighth  and  Jackson  streets  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  in  said 
State,  and  to  hold  the  same  in  perpetuity,  but  in  trust  for  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  was  by  said  act  further  empowered  to 
execute  and  deliver  to  said  Robert  T.  Lincoln  a  contract  cov- 
enanting wdth  him  and  his  heirs  that  said  homestead  shall  be 
forever  kept  in  good  repair  and  free  of  access  to  the  public 
under  such  regulations  as  said  Board  of  Trustees  may  deem 
wise  for  the  proper  preservation  of  the  property  and  relics  and 
curiosities  there  collected. 

And,  whereas,  Said  Board  of  Trustees  has  duly  executed  and 
delivered  to  said  Robert  T.  Lincoln  the  contract  aforesaid; 

Now,  therefore.  The  said  Robert  T.  Lincoln  and  Mary  H, 
Lincoln,  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  the  pren^ises,  do  by  these, 
presents,  give,  grant  and  convey  to  the  Lincoln  Homestead 
Trustees  incorporated  as  aforesaid  all  those  certain  lots,  pieces 
or  parcels  of  land,  situate  in  the  City  of  Springfield,  in  the 
County  of  Sangamon  and  State  of  Illinois  and  known  and  de- 
scribed as  follows,  to-wit: 

Lot  number  eight  (8)  and  a  strip  ten  (10)  feet  in  width  off  of 
the  south  side  of  lot  number  seven  (7),  being  the  south  quarter 
(s  %)  of  said  lot  seven  (7),  both  in  block  number  ten  (10),  in 
E.  lies'  addition  to  the  (late  town  now)  City  of  Springfield,  in 
the  County  and  State  aforesaid. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  aforesaid  lots,  pieces  or  parcels  of 
land  together  with  all  and  singular  the  privileges  and  appur- 
tenances thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  unto 
the  said  Board  of  Trustees  and  their  successors  in  office  for- 
ever, in  trust  however,  for  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  be  kept  as 
provided  in  the  above  recited  contract. 
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In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Kobert  T.  Lincoln  and  Mary 
H.  Lincoln  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  this  eighth 
day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Egbert  T.  Lincoln,  [seal.] 
Mary  H.  Lincoln,      [seas.] 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,! 

}-ss. 
Cook  County.         J 

I,  William  J.  Stapleton,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  said 
County,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  Robert 
T.  Lincoln  and  Mary  H.  Lincoln,  his  wife,  personally  known  to 
me  to  be  the  same  persons  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the 
foregoing  instrument,  appeared  before  me  this  day  in  person, 
and  acknowledge  that  they  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the 
said  instrument  as  their  free  and  voluntary  act,  for  the  uses 
and  purposes  therein  set  forth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Notarial  Seal 
[Notarial  Seal.]  this  eighth  (8)  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1887. 

William  J.  Stapleton. 
Notary  Public. 

The  original  deed  was  duly  recorded  in  the  records  of  San- 
gamon County  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Secretary. 

The  buildings  were  at  once  insured  in  a  reliable  company 
for  f2,500,  and  the  entire  property  put  in  good  repair. 

In  order  that  the  homestead  might  be  fully  restored  to  its 
present  shape  in  case  of  destruction  by  fire,  the  Trustees  se- 
cured complete-  plans  and  detailed  drawings  of  the  house  and 
grounds  from  a  competent  architect,  and  said  plans  are  now 
in  the  custody  of  the  Secretary. 

In  the  selection  of  a  custodian  for  the  homestead  sixteen 
applications  were  presented  to  the  Trustees  from  persons  resid- 
ing in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

After  careful  consideration  of  the  question,  on  the  29th  day 
of  August,  1887,  Mr.  0.  H,  Oldroyd,  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  the 
owner  of  the  collection  of  relics,  curiosities  and  memorials,  con- 
tained in  said  homestead,  was  selected  as  Custodian  and  his 
salary  fixed  at  f  1,000  per  annum. 
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On  the  3d  day  of  October,  1887,  a  contract  was  entered 
into  between  the  Trustees  and  Mr.  Oldroyd,  Custodian,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Contract  entered  into  this  3d  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1887, 
between  the  Board  of  Lincoln  Homestead  Trustees  and  0.  H. 
Oldroyd : 

Said  0.  H.  Oldroyd  agrees  to  serve  as  Custodian  of  the 
Lincoln  Homestead  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
Board  may  adopt,  and  to  keep  on  exhibition,  open  and  free  of 
access  to  the  public  during  all  •  seasonable  hours  upon  week 
days,  the  curiosities  and  relics  there  collected  and  belonging  to 
said  Oldroyd. 

Said  Board  of  Trustees  agrees  to  pay  said  Oldroyd  during 
the  continuance  of  his  employment  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  payable  monthly,  beginning  the  29th  day 
of  August,  A.  D.  1887. 

This  employment  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  a 
resolution  in  relation  thereto  adopted  by  the  Lincoln  Home- 
stead Trustees  at  a  meeting  held  Augusr  29th,  1887,  which 
resolution  is  also  made  part  of  this 'contract. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  said 
0.  H.  Oldroyd  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  affixed  their 
seals  the  day  and  date  first  above  written. 

R.  J.  Oglesby,  Governor.  [seal.] 

Henry  D.  Dement,  Sec'y  of  State,  [seal.] 
Chas.  p.  Swigert,  Auditor,  P.  A.  [seal.] 
Richard  Edwards,  Supt.  Pub.  Inst,  [seal.] 
0.  H.  Oldroyd,  Custodian,  [seal.] 

In  pursuance  of  said  contract  the  Custodian  has  been  faith- 
ful in  the  performance  of  his  duties  and  a  great  many  persons, 
daily,  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  now  afforded  them 
of  looking  through  the  home. 

The  buildings  and  grounds  are  now  in  a  good  state  of 
repair. 

The  appropriation  made  by  the  35th  General  Assembly  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  repairing  said  premises  and  employing 
Custodian  for  the  period  of  two  years  and  the  amount  paid  out 
thereon  to  December  31st,  1888,  is  as  follows: 
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Appropriation  (act  approved  June  16, 1887)..  $3,800  00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Ridgely  and  Gulp,  3  years'  insurance  on  Lin- 
coln Homestead f  27  50 

L.  W.  Coe,  for  painting  Lincoln  residence  on 
contract  and  for  painting  inside  of 
kitchen  and  dining  room 98J50 

Otto  Redeker,  for  10  days'  carpenter  Avork 

in  repairs 25  00 

Ole  K.  Nelson,  for  9  days'  carpenter  work  in 

repairs 20  25 

James  L.  Hudson,  hinges,   keys,  screws,  etc., 

furnished 1   90 

Neuman  and  Melcher,  repairing  pipes,  gut- 
ters and  roof 11   00 

Bullard  &  Bullard,  taking  measurements  and 

preparing  full  drawings  of  Homestead....      50  00 

J.  S.  Culver,  steps,  brick,  setting  and  pointing     20  00 

Blomgren  Bros.  &  Co.,  furnishing  photo-en- 
gravings of  Homestead 15  00 

J.  B.  Sessions,  8  shade  trees  furnished 4  00 

Geo.  Smith,  labor  on  barn  and  fence 11   50 

0.  Hanratty,  plumbing,  gas-fitting  and  re- 
pairing cistern  and  well 65   95 

Rnodes  &  Bro.,  carpenter  work  in  repairs....      58  26 

S.  C.  Parker,  painting  done  on  contract 25   00 

J.  M.  Bacon,  cleaning  cistern  and  well 8  00 

Paullin  &  Patterson,  papering  walls,  etc 14  30 

Baker  &  Baker,  lumber  and  nails  furnished..   126   89 

AVit,  Dowhen  &  Bros.,  sodding  and  grading..     45   00 

Horace  Irwin  &  Bro.,  labor,  material,  laying 
brick,  plastering  ceiling,  pointing,  repair- 
ing chair,  chimney,  etc 52  95 

O.  H.  Oldroyd,  salary  as  Custodian  from 
August  29,  1887,  to  Dec,  31,  1888,  in- 
clusive  1,341  65 

Total  Disbursements |2,022  65 

Unexpended  balance  of  Appropriation.... |1, 777  35 
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The  Trustees  would  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appro- 
priation of  f  650  per  annum  be  made  by  the  36th  General  As- 
sembly for  the  pay  of  Custodian  and  making  of  necessary  re- 
pairs during  the  ensuing  two  years. 

Chas.  p.  Swioert. 
Secretary. 


7/.  Zoo^.  a^v,  /o5V 


